MINUTES FOR THE JUNE 11, 2010 MEETING OF THE HCSP
Meeting was called to order at 12:11 p.m. by Chairwoman Honeycutt
Invocation was given by Tom Hartman followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Self Introductions were made and Chairwoman Honeycutt welcomed the membership. 

Motion to accept the Secretary’s report was made by John Lindsey and seconded by B.L. Manry

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made by Rodney Sims and seconded by Linda Honeycutt. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Chairwoman Honeycutt discussed the new credit card machine and explained to the council how well it was working out.  It’s been a great asset to the membership to have the option of paying by credit card. 

Next, Chairwoman Honeycutt reminded the council of the upcoming fall seminar in Kerrville.  Dates of the seminar are September 15 through 17.  All safety personnel planning on going should remember to make their reservations. 

DPS Challenge is next week.  Chairwoman Honeycutt went over the general purpose and scope of the challenge and called for volunteers to work the challenge.

Chairwoman Honeycutt reminded the council that State TDC is next week as well. She invited First Vice Angela Lam to come to the podium and talk about the Regional TDC.

First Vice Angela Lam started out by recognizing, and thanking all volunteers for the Regional TDC.  She discussed the horrific weather and the patience and dedication all volunteers displayed at the challenge.   She reported that the drivers brought up that the course was much harder this year and that the drivers felt that was a positive challenge.  

First Vice Angela Lam announced the winners of the different categories: 
Representatives of the Houston Regional TDC at State will be:

3 Axle:

Long Nguyen – HEB

Juan Trevino – HEB

4 Axle:  

Martin Aguilera – Academy

Trent Jordan – Randall’s

5 Axle:  

Bill Pearson – Fed Ex Freight

Robert Svoboda – Walmart

5 Axle Sleeper:  

August Power – Dart

Ramiro Ayala – Walmart

Flatbed:

David Bolden – HEB

Gary Baker – Academy

Straight Truck:

Jay Ritchie – HEB

David Payan – UPS Freight

Tanker:

Keith Boone – Academy

Thomas Wilson – HEB

Step Van:

Ricardo Vega – Fed Ex Ground

Shawn Ramsey – Fed Ex Ground

Twins:  

Michael Moore – HEB

Johnny Perez – Con-Way Freight

GRAND CHAMPION :

 Long Nguyen – HEB
Total Overall Winning Numbers: 

HEB – 6

Academy – 3

Fed Ex – 3

Walmart - 3

B.L. Manry addressed the council and asked about the website and when would the reports be updated.  Chairwoman Honeycutt reported that after much hassle and struggle, it should be updated, hopefully by the next council meeting.  Treasurer Honeycutt interceded and report to council that they were enjoining another webmaster to take care of the website for us who would keep it updated and stay on top of things for us.  He was a proven reliable source to work our website, and would work at a very reasonable rate. 

Chairwoman Honeycutt recognized a request from Hal Member to take a moment and congratulate First Vice Angela Lam on her birthday by the council singing “Happy Birthday”.  First Vice Lam blushed charmingly and appropriately.  

NEW BUSINESS:


Chairwoman Honeycutt reported to the council that congratulations were in order for First Alternate Lonnie Bennett.  He was awarded a prestigious safety award as Safety Director of the Year by the LMTA.  

Chairwoman Honeycutt next called Tom Hartman to the podium to introduce Major David Palmer.  She told the council about having only met him a few times, and how courteous and nice Major Palmer had always been.  He was always available to assist any Safety personnel anytime they call.  Very professional and knowledgeable.  

Second Vice Tom Hartman came to the podium to give the formal introduction.  
He reported to the council about what an excellent job Major Palmer did in the morning seminar, how well he fielded the many questions that came through, and he told the council a little about Major Palmer’s background.  
Major Palmer competed in Challenge one year.  Won the challenge as State Champion.  Went on to NAIC (North American Inspectors Competition) and won National Grand Champion of that challenge.  His right hand is Captain Hatch and the two of them have proven to be quite and awesome team.  

MAJOR DAVID PALMER: 

Major Palmer reported to the council that he and Captain Hatch have been working diligently to get information on CSA 2010 out and to dispel rumors that have floating around about CSA 2010 and it’s future.  He said it was definitely a team effort that was succeeding largely due to the work of the employees out in the field.  This was his first time at a Houston Council Meeting and he believed that the HCSP was the most active organization among the Safety Councils and he knew us to be an outstanding group. He let us know how much he appreciated our work and the accomplishments of the council, as well as all the volunteer and work we perform to assist in Challenge.  

Chairwoman Honeycutt came back to the podium and introduced our guest speaker, Jack Hanagriff.  

JACK HANAGRIFF:

Jack Hanagriff is with HPD and he handles all of the Railroad issues for the City of Houston.  He is the City of Houston Railroad Liaison.  He said his main job is to reduce railroad grade crossing collisions. 
If you go to Texas Operation Life Saver you can obtain additional materials or make an appointment for someone to come out to speak to your group.  Speaking engagements can be for truckers, church groups, educational groups even for children.  You can go to OIL.org.  There is no charge for these materials or services.  

Texas leads the polls in Railroad Grade Crossing Collisions.  The train always has the right of way.  Too many vehicle try to play beat the train.  If a truck cannot get on the park pad to activate a signal – then that is Jack’s department.  If a train is backing up and going forward and backing up and going forward, that is Jack’s department.  This kind of activity promotes vehicles beating the train and must be addressed by his department.  There are over 1000 railroad grade crossings in Harris County.  The approximate stopping distance of a train going 55 mph is 60 feet.  It’s a mile or more or approximately 18 football fields.  

Stopping on the tracks is a federal violation.  Shunting a signal (Like if you throw a chain across the tracks) is a federal violation.  If you are stalled on a track – whether you have a cell phone signal or call box nearby or if you don’t, you are to get away from the vehicle until you can get help.  Messing with federal property, such as a railroad track is a federal offense and you can go to jail for that. 

Railroad grade crossing violations are as serious as excessive speed, reckless driving or improper lane changes and will result in points on your record. 

Moving violations are 2 points

Accidents are 3 points

Disqualification:

60 days to one year

When you go to renew your license it will cost you $100.00 For each point and $25.00 per year.  This is a surcharge that will have to be paid each time you renew your license.  (6 points or over). 
When Mr. Hanagriff completed his presentation, Chairwoman Honeycutt came back to the podium.  She thanked Mr. Hanagriff for his presentation. 

Next, Chairwoman Honeycutt took a moment to first thank Alternate Lonnie Bennett and Conway Freight for generously donating the projection screen to the council.  She reported that by the council owning their own screen it was saving the council $150.00 each time the projector and screen were used. 

Treasurer Mike Honeycutt requested that the membership consider options for donating a door prize for the Fall Seminar in Kerrville.  We usually spend $500.00.  He recommended an I-pad for $499.99.  Whatever we donated it is recommended that we keep it portable.  Chairwoman Honeycutt reminded us that we donated an outdoor grill one year and due to the hurricane, we took it down there and we had to bring it back as well.  

Motion was made to donate the door prizes to DPS Challenge:

Motion made by Mike Vic

Seconded by Hal Miller 

Third by B.L. Manry

Second Vice Tom Hartman Invited everyone out to DPS Challenge in College Station and the Hilton Hotel.  Thursday, June 17th and Friday, June 18th are the main competition days. 

Chairwoman Honeycutt called for a Motion to adjourn.

Motion to adjourn was made:

First by John Lindsey

Seconded by Linda Honeycutt

Meeting ended.

